
Thermal Camera Export Restrictions 

 

Exporting thermal cameras, infrared cameras or infrared sensors to certain countries 
may be restricted by the United States Government’s thermal camera export restrictions 
and many fall under International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR). All ITAR items are 
designated by the U.S. Department of State. Some cameras fall under a specific ECCN 
Codes or an Export Control Classification Number (ECCN), more on this below.  ECCN 
items are governed by the U.S. Department of Commerce “Bureau of Industry and 
Security.” 

Most countries can purchase uncooled microbolometer based, 9 Hz thermal imaging 
cameras without restriction. This depends on the sensor size and pixel pitch. For 
example, a  9 Hz 640 x 480 microbolometer camera with 17 um pixel pitch can be 
exported to most non embargoed countries.  Thermal cameras with pixel pitch smaller 
than 17 um may be an issue as determined by the U.S. Department of State. Thermal 
imaging cameras with 640 x 512 pixel resolution and up can be purchased by any 
country except U.S. Embargoed countries such as Central African Republic, Cote 
d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eritrea, Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, Liberia, 

Libya, North Korea, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Venezuela, etc as long as the frame rate is 
slowed to 9 Hz.  

Many countries can receive thermal imaging cameras with restrictions and proper 
documentation. As the law varies from country to country, please consult your export 
expert to learn the exact restrictions and documents needed for export, if any. 

Thermal Imagers - 30Hz. Version 
All products of this type are controlled for export under the United States Department of 

Commece (DOC), Export Administration Regulations (EAR), and Export Control Classification 

Number (ECCN) 6A003.b.4.b. Thermal Imagers and devices of this type are carefully reviewed 

by our team to make sure they are within export compliance. Authorization for these types 

of devices may require an export license and or additional documentation for all destinations 

worldwide. 

Export Types - Permanent vs. Temporary 
Permanent Export - If you are planning to permanently export an item please consult the 

regulatory website www.bis.doc.gov for more information and license information. 

Important things to consider are the item, components, purpose, country of destination, 

end-user and intended use. If it is deemed a license will be required to export the item, 

please make the necessary time allocation as the process may take 45-60 days. This is out of 

our control and we cannot ship your items until the process is completely verified. 

http://www.bis.doc.gov/


Temporary Export - Temporary exports may not require a license in certain 

cases.  Once again, please consult the regulatory agency 

website www.bis.doc.gov for more information. Important things to consider are 

the item, components, purpose, country of destination, end-user and intended use. 

Temporary exports may be exempt from a license if the purpose of exporting the 

product is for demonstration and or "tools of the trade". 

Thermal Imagers - 9Hz. Version 
All products of this type are controlled for export under the United States Department of 

Commece (DOC), Export Administration Regulations (EAR), and Export Control Classification 

Number (ECCN) 6A993. Thermal Imagers of this type operate at a slower rate of 9Hz. and 

may be exported under ECCN 6A993, NLR (No License Required) worldwide to countries 

where there are no embargo restrictions and are not terrorist supporting countries.  As 

always, all orders are carefully reviewed by our team to make sure they are within export 

compliance. Authorization for these types of devices may require an export license and or 

additional documentation for all destinations worldwide. 

Export Types - Permanent vs. Temporary 
As stated above, thermal imagers at 9Hz. may be shipped NLR if they meet the necessary 

requirements and have no restrictions on the end user and country. 

See the chart below as a simple guide.  It is not meant to be used as a legal reference: 

  

 

 

http://www.bis.doc.gov/


General Discussion on Restricted ITAR control thermal cameras and 
Non-ITAR control cameras: 

ITAR is the International Traffic in Arms Regulations, which dictates technology 
that is covered by the military. In simple terms, if the camera or its main 
components were developed originally for a military application, it’s more than 
likely considered an ITAR camera and treated as such. The camera 
manufacturers know whether they’re ITAR-controlled or whether they're 
controlled by [the Department of Commerce] and free to export. 

Commercial cameras, like those microbolometers that are sold at large 
consumer box stores, are free to export, and are not under military control. A 
manufacturer and seller will be able to tell you what the status of the camera is, 
but it’s a matter of how it was manufactured originally and for what purpose. 

To clarify, most infrared cameras are under some controls. Something designed 
for a large consumer box stores probably is “no license required,” but you 
should be aware that all U.S. technology is under some obligation, and you need 
to pay attention to the regulations. 

If a camera is not ITAR-controlled, it is controlled under what’s called EAR, or 
the Export Administration Regulations. Most infrared imaging cameras fall 
under a level of control there as well, from the Department of Commerce. 

Before you get involved with using any of the infrared camera technology with 
non-U.S. persons, or using the camera technology outside the country, you do 
need to consult the regulations and an export compliance lawyer to be sure 
you’re on the right side of everything. 

• Most of the products, services, and technologies that fall within the 
scope of the Export Administration Regulations (EAR) are not 
specifically controlled for export and are given the classification of 
EAR99. They fall under U.S. Department of Commerce jurisdiction and 
are not listed on the Commerce Control List (CCL). EAR99 items 
generally consist of low-technology consumer goods and do not require 
a license in most situations.   

• EAR99 items can generally be exported without a license but exporters 
of EAR99 items still need to perform careful due diligence to ensure the 
item is not going to an embargoed or sanctioned country, a prohibited 
end-user, or used in a prohibited end-use. If your proposed export of an 
EAR99 item is to an embargoed country, to an end-user of concern, or 
in support of a prohibited end-use, you may be required to obtain a 
license.  



• An ECCN (short for Export Control Classification Number), is a 
designation that an item, which can be a tangible or intangible (i.e., 
software or technology), is controlled because of its specific 
performance characteristics, qualities, or designed-end use. Unlike an 
EAR99 designation, which is a broad basket category, an ECCN 
is much more narrowly defined and are focused on product categories. 
An ECCN is a five-digit alphanumeric designations that categorize items 
based on the nature of the product, i.e. type of commodity, software, or 
technology and its respective technical parameters.  

 

• An EAR99 designation is reached after an item, data, or service is not found to 

be export controlled under the US Munitions List (USML) or the Commerce 

Control List (CCL).  The EAR99 classification means that the item, data, or 

service will not need any approvals or export under a special exemption or 

exception to leave the United States. 

• Another designation often used to accompany the EAR99 classification is "No 

License Required" or NLR.  So, a popular designation that some use is EAR99-

NLR. 

• Be aware that an EAR99 designation doesn't mean that something can be 

exported from the U.S. to anywhere in the world.  The U.S. has embargoes and 

sanctions with various countries and those embargoes apply to EAR99 related 

exports.   

 

 

Wassenaar Countries 

The countries shown below are Wassenaar Countries.  All “Wassenaar Agreement” 
countries are currently able to purchase microbolometer based thermal imaging 
cameras up to 384 x 288 pixel resolution and 17 um pixel pitch without restrictions. 

Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatioa, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, South Korea, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South 
Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of 
America 

 



Obtaining an Export License 

In order to obtain an export license, the ultimate consignee or end user of the infrared 
product must furnish an end-use statement on company letterhead. The end user must also 
complete a BIS-711, Statement by Ultimate Consignee and Purchaser. Quoted delivery 
times are based upon receipt of the validated export license from the Dept. of Commerce, 
which takes 8-10 weeks on average, depending on the end-use application, completeness 
of the end-use statement, and verification of the end-user. 

Any US company that purchases a camera from us that intends to export it is obligated to 
apply for the license themselves. 

License Exception Strategic Trade Authorization (STA) §740.20 may be available in place 
of an export license. 

Military End-Use/User : Export license required for all items for Military End-Use or 
Military End-User to all destinations with the exception of Canada. 

 

Information to be included in the reports. For each export, the report 

must identify: the name, address, and telephone number of the exporter; 
the date of each export; the name, address and telephone number of the 

consignee or end user; the model number(s) of each camera exported; the 
serial number of each exported camera that has a serial number; and the 

quantity of each model number of camera exported. (NOTE: Technical 
specifications may be requested on an as needed basis and must be 

provided to BIS after any such request.) 

Where to submit reports. Submit the reports via e-mail 

to UTICreport@bis.doc.gov. 

 

Export Control Classification Number (ECCN) 

A key in determining whether an export license is needed from the Department of Commerce is 
finding out if the item you intend to export has a specific Export Control Classification Number 
(ECCN). ECCNs are five character alpha-numeric designations used on the Commerce Control List 
(CCL) to identify dual-use items for export control purposes.  An ECCN categorizes items based on 
the nature of the product, i.e. type of commodity, software, or technology and its respective technical 
parameters. 

An ECCN is different from a Schedule B number, which is used by the Bureau of Census to collect 
trade statistics. It is also different from the Harmonized Tariff System Nomenclature, which is used to 
determine import duties. 



All ECCNs are listed in the Commerce Control List (CCL) (Supplement No. 1 to Part 774 of the 
EAR), which is divided into ten broad categories, and each category is further subdivided into five 
product groups. The first character of the ECCN identifies the broader category to which it belongs 
and the second character identifies the product group (see example and boxes below). 

                                                            

              

  

  

  

  

  

 

ITAR Compliance 

ITAR violations can be harmful to the national security and foreign policy of the U.S., 
and may result in civil penalties, criminal penalties, and other costs (including loss of 
reputation and revocation/ rejection of export licenses). 

To ensure compliance with the ITAR, the Directorate of Defense Trade Controls 
strongly encourages registered exporters, manufacturers, brokers, and others engaged 
in defense trade, to maintain compliance programs that assist in the monitoring and 
control of exports and other regulated activities. 

Wassenaar Arrangement 

The Wassenaar Arrangement, formally established in July 1996, is a voluntary 

export control regime whose 42 members [1] exchange information on transfers 

of conventional weapons and dual-use goods and technologies. Through such 

exchanges, Wassenaar aims to promote "greater responsibility" among its 

members in exports of weapons and dual-use goods and to prevent "destabilizing 

Commerce Control List Categories 

0 = Nuclear materials, facilities and equipment (and 

miscellaneous items) 

1 = Materials, Chemicals, Microorganisms and Toxins 

2 = Materials Processing 

3 = Electronics 

4 = Computers 

5 = Telecommunications and Information Security 

6 = Sensors and Lasers 

7 = Navigation and Avionics 

8 = Marine 

9 = Propulsion Systems, Space Vehicles, and Related 

Equipment 

Five Product Groups 

A. Systems, Equipment and 

Components 

B. Test, Inspection and Production 

Equipment 

C. Material 

D. Software 

E. Technology 

https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/wassenaar.asp#1


accumulations." Unlike its predecessor, the Cold War-era Coordinating Committee 

for Multilateral Export Controls (COCOM), which was created to restrict exports to 

the former Soviet Union and Eastern bloc, Wassenaar is not targeted at any 

region or group of states, but rather at "states of concern" to members. 

Wassenaar members also lack veto authority over other member's proposed 

exports, a power that COCOM members exercised. 

To promote transparency, Wassenaar calls on states to make a series of voluntary 

information exchanges and notifications on their export activities related to 

weapons and items appearing on the arrangement's two control lists. 

 

For further information regarding the applicable laws, regulations, and policies please 
contact: 

US Department of Commerce, Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) 
Telephone: (202) 482-4811 
Website: http://www.bis.doc.gov/ 

US Department of State, Bureau of Political-Military Affairs, Directorate of 
Defense Trade Control (DDTC) 
Telephone: (202) 663-1282 
Website: http://www.pmddtc.state.gov/ 

 

http://www.bis.doc.gov/
http://www.pmddtc.state.gov/

